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MORAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Touching the Duty of | 
CONTENTEDNESS 
| under AFFLICTIONS. 


Dear Sir, 
| midft alt my Afliftions, no- 
' [NN thing troubles me fo much, 
as that, by the diſappointment of 
my hopes in this place, F am like 
: tocontimue ſtill incapable of pay- 
' 1ng ſome part of the Duty 1 owe 
' You,ina way fuitable to my Edu- 
; cation. Fmean,of giving you ſome 
| handſome Evidence of my Im- 
| provement im my Studies. A thing 
: Thavealwaies infinitely deſired”; 
having perhaps the greateſt oþl1- 
' gation to-you that ever any ſon 
-m the world had to'a Father. But 
 1n the Circumſtances I:am now 
in, cut'offfrom the advantages of 
the* Fonndation, I mult deſpair of 
A2 ans. 


(2) 
doing any great matters in the 
way of a Scholar. All my concern 
is what I ſhall want in intelleQu- | 
* als, to makeupin Morals; and | 
__ thoT may not bea great Clerk,yet ! 
to approve my ſelf, in the whole 
courle of my Life and Attions, as 
FE hope,l have hitherto done,a du- 
tiful Son, an honeſt Man , anda 
go00d Chriitian. 

Sir, In your laſt you were pleas'd' 
to order me to ſend you ſome 
Conſiderations of my own pen- 
ing, touching Contertedneſs under 
Afﬀtidtions. Þ have very readily 0-: 
bey'd your Commands ; and ſuch}; | 
poor indegeſted Colle&ions as I} | 
could make upon this Subje&t , in! t 
the great trouble E am under, 1 1 
now ſend you, wiſhing they may: * 
contribute ſomething to your Sa-' t 

t 
T 
n 


tisfaction and Comfort. 
Thot am ſenſible, in handling; 

this Argument } ſhall altar ſhot 
| .0 


C43 
of my wiſhes, yet I have done (as 
under all the obligations of Duty 
and Gratitude F am bound) what 
F could to pleaſe and ſatisfy you, 
being {till deſirous (tho unable) 
in ſome meaſure to be a Comfort 
to you, and to Contribute ſom- 


. thing to the Content and Happy 
en 


neſs of your Life. 1 have cho 
rather to deſerve a check for my 


| bad performance, than for my 


hw.,s. . — 3 ». W 


neglet ; and had rather you 
ſhould be ſorry for my weaknels, 
then my diſobedience. 

Tho, F muſt confeſs, } can ex- 
pect nothing but Candour and 
Kindneſs from you , in reference 
to what 1s here offer'd you, purely 
in obedience to your Commands; 


' & look for no worſe cenſure from 


the Tenderneſs ofa Parent, then 
they uſually have that are making 
their firſt Efſaies under a Writing- | 
maſter, whoſe firſt Copyes { mo 

t LIC 
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the Letters are awkwardly made 
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and crooked) are ſmiled upon, not | 
blam'd, rather pitied than reprov- | 


ed.Now as þ hope you will favou- | 
rably look upon this ruMed,- un- | 


dreſſed piece, and fo lay it by ; fo 


FT muſtearneſtly mtreat you not to / 


 thew it toany curious eye, not to 
' expoſe your ſon's tmperte<tions to 


any Critical or Cenfſorious per- 


fons , for you fee *tis huddled up 
ina ſhort time, and wants all the 
Beauty and Ornaments of Method 
and Language. 

My retiredneſs and ſolitude 


(which T take a great delight in) 


has given me time and leiſure, for 


the thoughts T here ſet down, and 


my late misfortune abundant- 
ly fupply'd me with Subjet-mat- 
ter for them. So that moſt of the 
Conſiderations F here preſent you 


with, are what every aſſault of. 


oricf, every fad reflexion upon my 
T1 late ; 
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late diſappointment here in the 


' Colledgeput me _ whereby 


I endeavoured to lettle and com- 


| poſe my mind, to fitmy leltas 


well for the ſincerity of Chamber 


| and Chappel-Devotion, (a great 
' part whereof you know conlfllts 


in hearty 'Thankſgiving ; ) as fot 
the Company and Society of my 


| Friends and Acquaintance. And 


pray God theſe may prevail more, 
at leaſt as much,upon you,as they 
have upon me. 


You defired a Letter of Advice 


and Comfort under your preſent 


preſſure and Trouble, or ſome 


© Conſiderations touching the Duty of 
, Contentedneſs under Aflictions. 1 


have here (TI ſay) ventur'd upon 


| 


}| 
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ty, but deſign only to let you ſee, 


5 
1 
by 


ſomthing in order to your fatis- 
tation. I ſhall not, dare not, yet 
meddle with any thing of Divini> 


how: 


© » 


CES. | 
| how ſtrong and forcibly perſwa/ 
five bare Morality is in thisPoimt.| 
And that I may not arrogate to: 
my ſelf more than I ought, nor be! 
juſtly condemn'd for a Plagiary, I 
hold my ſelf bound here 1ngeni- 
ouſly to acknowledge, that much 
of what 1s here deliver'd, has been 
borrowed from the Elaborate 
Works of the more Learn'd He. 
then-Moraliſts, Latine and Greek 
Authours , who have writ upon! 
this Subject, ſo that a great part 
of my {mall pains in this buſineſs, 


has been to Colle&, Tranſlate,and 


Methodize their Morality. 


The Ancient Moraliſts do uſu: 


ally teach and enforce the Duty, 
Patience and Contentedneſs unde 
Afﬀiitions. | 

1. By ſhewing the neceſſity d 
{ubduing and regulating the Pak 
ſions, (thoſe great ditturbers 0 


{ 


ro i 


{ 


the quiet & ſerenity of the Soul, 
and conſequently of acquiring a 
conſtant peace and tranquility of 
mind, and of living comfortably 
and contentedly under all conditi- 
ons and circumſtances of lite. For 
if the irregularity of Paſſion, be: 
the grand cauſe of Diſcontent , 
and if (which is certain) the- re- 
moval of the Cauſe be at all times 
the removal of the Efe# too; 
then the Inference is plain and 
clear, That a due Government & 
Regulation of our Paſſions, as it 
takes away all ſtruggling, diſtur- 
bance and diſcompoſure of Spirit, 


| ſoit leaves us ina quiet poſſeſſion 


of our own Souls,in internal peace 
and tranquility of mind. ; 
2. They enforce this Duty. by - 
laying down the neceſſity of Obe- 
dience and Submiſſion to Almigh- 


- God, in all the ſeveral diſpen- 
at 


10ns of his Providence, as to the. 
B Creatour 


CD | | 
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Creatour and Governour of the | 
| World. Forallthe Heathen Mo- | 
_ ralifts allowing the Exiftence of 2 | 
God, ( a Natural Principle , and! 
known to. all men) they conchus ' 
ded him to be Lnfizitely Wiſe,Good, 
Powerful: And from every 
ne of theſe Attributes they de-. 
_ due'da neceſſity of ſubmiffon to, | 
and acquieſcence in his. pleaſure, 
as. to; the. diſpoſal of all things in. 
the world, viz, In: reſpe& of his. 
Ommipotence, we ought to ſubmit 
to his Will out of plain and: abſor. 
lute Duty and neceſfity ; In refex 
rence. to his, Infinite Wiſdom, we. 


OOO 
ought to do, in point of Prudence; 
In reference to his Infinite Goods: 
neſs , we ought to, do. it.in. point: 


of Gratitude. 


I. *Tis:the Abſolute and- Ne- 
ceſlay. Duty of every Rational | | 
Creature.to Subdue and —_— 

| the | 
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the Paſſions, (thoſe great diſturb« 
ets of the peace and quiet of the 
ſoul} and conſequently to be Pa- 
tient, and Content in all Conditi- 
ons and Circumſtances of lite. 
For *tis undeniably true , that if 
the due Qrder and Government 
of Paſhon retnoves all trouble and 
tamult, and diſquietneſs of mind 
from-a man , then it leaves hit 
inthe enjoyment of all peace; 


 tranquilty and ſerenity imagihas 


ble, 4. e. gives him Patience and 
Content. For what is Jones 
and. Tranquillity of mind under 
Croffes and Sufleribgs but Pati 
emcee? What is Peace and Serenity 
of Soul undet the loſs of Friends, 


+ Eſtate, Credit, &c. but Conttnted: 


5 
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zeſs? T. ſhall therefore proceed 
fo let you ſee diftintly, + 

x. That the Frregularity of our 
Paſſions does really create alltheſe 
troubles and diſquiets/ ;/| under 
40 B 2 Croſles 


(10) 
Croſles and Diſappointments 
which give men ſo much unhap- | 
py diſturbance and uneaſineſs, 1n | 
their ſeveral Conditions ; or that 
it is the Great Cauſe of Diſcon:- | 
wat. j 
2. That 'tis the abſolute and | 
neceſſary Duty of every Rational ' 
Creature, to Rule, Govern, and ' 
Diſcipline theſe Paſſions ; to uſe 
his utmoſt Care and Endeavour, | 
to bring them toa continued ſub- | 
jettion to his Reaſon and Jude- | 
ment, and ſo introduce with eaſe | 
into his Soul, a due, Comfortable ' 
and SanQtified uſe of all Condati- 
ons ; in Proſperity, Thankfulneſs 
and-Sobriety ; 1a Adverſity, Con- | 


tentedneſs and Humility ; in all, 
Moderation. 

1. The Inordinacy of Paſſion ' 
is the great Cauſe of Diſcontent. ! 
This I take to be ſo certainly and 
yniverſally true that it may pals 

5 or + 
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are prepared and qualified for it ; 


"$923 

for an Axiom , or one of thoſe 
truths we call Firſt Principles, 10 
as to need no demonſtration or 
proof. | 

The great. evil of ſuffering 1s 
not ſo much in the thing a man 
{uffers, as in the mind and temper 
of the man , who meets with it. 
Impatience and Diſcontent come 
not ſo much from the ſtrength 
and force of any external Calami- 
ty, as from the great Struggling, 


and reluftancy of the mind that 


ſuffers it. For take a humble, and 
moderate man, free from Pride, 
Haughtineſs, Covetouſneſs, and 
Ambition, how eaſily and ſoftly 
do Crofles and Troubles fall upon 


him? With how much evenneſs 
_ and equality of temper does he 


recieve. Calamifies and AfliQi- 
ons, when God pleaſes to fend 
them. The Reaſon is,his thoughts 


he 
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' he is maſter of himſelf, and his 
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Paſhons ; never tranſported : or} 
hurryed beyond what | becomes 4 
Reaſonable man; 1s all quiet with+ 
in ; does alwaies poſſeſs and enjoy: - 
himſelf in a happy peace and- f6+ : 
renity of ſoul, a conſtant ſetled! * 
compoſure of ſpirit.On the contra! | 
ry,a Proud and Lofty man, {wol! « 
with the conceit of his own worth: « 
& goodneſs, how does he ftomack: \ 
& riſe at the leaſt diſappointment, * 

Into what deſperate rage and. 1 

choler does he throw himſelf upoi. £ 
any croſs or rsfortune that bþ& 1 
falls him? He thinks Heaven, ft 
obliged to favour his great me- , 
rits and gratify his humour, And R 

if diſhonour, reproach, poverty, c 
loſs of eſtate or reputation, charice 41 
ro happen to hin, 'how tauch; 

trouble and tumult,difturbance & 


[tance diſcompoſure riſes in- the wk | 
| Hereupon? How does the rage _— 
ria ten <& =DO 
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| boylings of ſich an ones haughty, 
| hos. och and.diftemper'd Fink 
FEES 
; ma y endanger the w 
[ ia. * hi {ttrugghng galls wore 
. than the Yoke it felf otherwite 
| would do ; and he himfelf con- 
; tributes. infinitely more, ta his 
| own uneafinefs,than his Aﬀiction 
| doth. Again, 'tis he:over-value: 
; we put. upon Werldy: goods, ach 
; the ſeeming bleflings,. and cones: 
{ Rlencies , they yeild: us, thar 
| Sives-us fo. much trouble: and: tor- 
- ment:1n:the loſs of them. What wa» 
i; finite difordersof mind:do) our exfr« 
. vagant defires and longings after 
{ Riches, create: inus.? What care 
and trouble to: get' them? What: 
z anxiety:and:reſtleſs. fear leaſt we 
; ſhould looſe them:, when gar ? 
, What infinite ftrugglings and' 
{Ihiftings to keep them:whentthey” 
fare going? And:what-extream vex- 
5 ation, 


(14) | 
ation, ſorrow and 'aflittion when! 
they are gone? Solikewile *tis 
the exceſs of love we undeſerved-! 
ly place upon our health,pleaſure,} 
reputation , greatneſs , honours, 
or the like, that. makes us ſo una-! 
ble to bear the loſs of them, by: 
ſickneſs, reproach , poverty, or; 
falſe friends , with that patience! 

 andquietneſs of mind which we! 

_ ought. "Twas Ahabs Covetoul-! 
neſs, that made him troubled, and! 
ſick, for a ſmall parcel of hi} | 

neighbours ground. "Twas He! | 
24n's pride , ambition, and ex-! « 
ceſhve love of Honour, that made. | 
him aMicted and diſcontented: t 
for the want of poor Morde. t 
cai's Knee. Whereas if our de: ( 
fires of things here below were 
reaſonable and moderate, we. | 
ſhould be little or nothing con-: t 
cern'd in the want, or loſs of. t 
them : For it cannot greatly oy p 
GC. 


- 
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| ble a man to part with what he 
| never greatly cared for. , - 


Now *tis certaine that Pride, 


| Covetouſnefs , - Ambition , &c. 


which cauſe all diſcontent, and 
diſturbance of mind in us, are no- 
thing elſe but the Irregularities 
and exceffes of paſſon ; for the 
exceſs of felf-love is Prede, the ex- 
travagancy of defire or delight ,/in 
the. honours, or profits of this 
world, Ambition, Covetouſneſfsec. 
So that Pride, Covetoulneſs, Am- 
bition, Intemperance, &&c. _ 

e 


cauſing all diſcontents ; and th 
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being nothing but the irregulari- 
ties of Paſſion ; We muſt conclude 
the irregularity of Paſſion the 
Cauſe of all our Diſcontent. 

1. Aman ought therefore to di{- 
burden himſelf of theſe original 
foundations of folly and milery , 
togwea Law to the Senſitive Ap- 
petite , bring it into SubjeQion, 

— © and 


(16) 
and keep it within juſt I1mits and 
bounds, under the diſcipline and 
rules of Reaſon and Religion.) 
Which is the next thing to- be 
proved. 3114 


2. *Tis theDuty, I ſay , ofe/ 
very Rational Creature to Sub-; 
due , Govern, and Regulate his! 
Paſſions, and to keep them in;that! 
they may be in ſubjection, not-in! 
Dominion; may Serve, not Rule. | 

The ſenſitive Appetite ( to! 
which the Paſſions belong) is the 
Inferiour part of the Soul,anſwer- 
able to the Dreggs of the people: 
in aGovernment;of themſelves 1n- 
deed apt to be heady, tumultuous, 
unruly, & factious, if not reſtrain-/ 

.ed by a Superiour power. Now 

God has committed this Appetite, 
with its Paſſions, to the Rule 
and Guidance of the Rational 
Soul, to the Government of the: 


Judg- 


d 


N, 
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Judgment and Underſtanding. It 
1s therefore an Abſolute and Ne- 
ceſlary duty 1n the Sovul or Mind, 
to — a due auſtere ..rule 
and ſuperintendency over theſe 
Subjects,and by no meanes to ſuf- 
fer them ( through want of vig1- 
lancy and ſeverity 1n its Admint- 
ſtration ) to uſurp. and prevail 0- 
ver the Judgment and Reaſon., 
and ſo invert the very order of 
Nature, by ſuffering the whole 
unhappy man to be carryed .to 
ſerve the brutiſh luſts of an Inſo- 
lent and Licentious Appetite, She 
ought not to let them {werye 
from their due ſubmiſſion - and 
conformiry ; leaſt they become 
rebellious, and bring in confuſion 
& diſorder upon the whole Man. 
No, :as God Almighty hath ſub- 
ſtituted the Soul of man as his 
Vicegerent in this Province which 
he hath committed to it, ſo 
C 2 he 


(13) 
he expe&s an account of the Ma. 
nagement of this truſt, and will 
certainly puniſh the ſoul for 'the! 
male-adminiſtration of its govern«} 
ment. Weare therefore under a! 
great and ſtrong obligation to ims' 

rove and govern this Province to! 
the glory of God. We ought tv; 
Reſolve and practiſe ſeverity over; 
our unruly Appetites,to bring our. 
Paſſions into order and obedience; 
to refuſe to gratifie their intempe- 
"rate deſires ; to keep them in awe: | 
and under diſcipline; and ſo re- . 
duce the whole Provixce to a due: « 
conſtant ſubjetion. ] 
Again, the ſenſitive Appetite is: | 
Common to us with Brutes, and 
its inclinations, luſts , and affe&i- t 
\ 
t 
F: 


ons are in a great meaſure the 
Law, in them and us. If men 
therefore ſet up their Paſſions for # 
the Rule and Guide of their AQ; © 
ons, if they will yeild to the crav-; 


 10gJ 
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 ingofanimportunate,inordinate, - 

|; ſenſual Appetite, and to ſerve and 

* obey their luſts ; they are no way 

+ ſuperiourto the very Beaſts thar 

1} Periſh. Now Almigaty God hav- 

| ing given to mankind a higher, 

; and a nobler Faculty, 1t ought in 

) the very order of Nature to go- 

7; vern, guide, moderate, and di- 

7 rect that inferiour part which 1s 

+ common to us with Brutes : and 

. that man that keeps not this Go- 

; vernment and Rule of his nobler 

.» Nature over the lower Faculties 

> of his ſoul, degrades himſelf be- 
low the Dignity of a May, and 

; having forfeited all the Royal 

| Prerogatives of his Rational na- 

; ture, debaſes himſelf to a parity 

> With Beaſts; nay and below them 

|. too; for even theſe reſtrain their 

- Appetites from Exceſs and Immo- 

: deration. 

.; How admirably Great & —_—_ 

ent 
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lent ſeems that Noble temper of 


Mind, which is, Appoſitely e- 
nough,called Equality of Humour 


When a man keeps ſo much tfree-| 


dome and liberty in his ſoul, as! 
never ro be diſquieted; but as you! 
leave him, ſo you find him, al 
waies indifferently chearful and; 


ever the ſame. For is he rich; 


proſperous, great ? yet he conti/ 


nues ſafe, becauſe he is ſtill hum- 
ble , thankful , watchful leſt he 
ſhould be deceived, or tranſpor- 
ted; careful leſt he ſhould be car: 
ryed into. Pride, Arrogance, Inſc- 
 Jency, Preſumption. Is he poor, 
neplected:, unfortunate ? Yet. he 
remains patient, humble content 
ed, thankful, depending upon that 
God he fears, looking up to the 


{ 
| 
1 
| 


great Lord of Heaven and Eartly f 
as knowing that he obſerves ant d 
eyes all men, and that his Provk d 
dence governs all things. And n 


k 
s 


It 
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rs 


« 
4 nothing under Heaven more miſe- 
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(21) 
this keeps him ſtill even and 
{quare without any conſiderable 
Alteration, whatſoever his con- 
dition be. His Soul 1s lifted up 
above all thoſe inconliderable 
toys the world ranges under 
the ſmiles and frowns of Fortune; 
and reliſhes more happineſs in a 
peaceable and quiet Spirit, a com- 
fortable ſerenity of Soul, then he 
could doin the enjoyment of all 
that others court with ſo much 
eagerneſs and ardour. How won- 
derfully happy is this temper of 


* mind, how infinitely preferable 
| to the diſorder and uneaſineſs of 


Impatience 1n moſt men ! When 
if a man be rich,or powerful, there 
1s nothing more vain, proud, inſ{o- 
lent than he ; but if poor, low,un- 
fortunate, how does he ſink, and 
deſpond, and murmur and dye un- 
der his Affiiction | And there is 


rable 


(22) 
rable and diſpairing than he. We 
mult conclude him theretore hap- 
py to wonder and envy,whofe no- 
ble Spirit does not vary with. his 
Fortune : Who ſcorns to ter his 
Eyes be allways melting over a 
Remedileſs Evil, or ſuffer one 
Misfortune to fwallow up all his 
Joys ; but notwithftanding all the 
Calamities that either lay upon 
him, or hang over him, he can 
preſerve a rare and happy Calm- 
neſs in his mind, which appears 
in an unclouded Serenity , that 
dwells always on his looks and 
diſcovers him ever Well pleaſed. So 
great 15 the advantage and hap- 
pineſs, that by a due rule, and 


Government of Paſſion does acrue | 


to a wile man.And I ſhall venture 


confidently, Dear Sir, to afhirm| 


that this Freedom of Mind, and 


Serenity of Soul, ought to be-pre-| 


terr'd before the Empire of the 
: World. 


; | __ ” ol "= © ” ot Ac A 
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| Warld;// Beſides *ris a true Maxine 
| in Morality. He that. commands 
| himſelf,GCommands the world too. 


_ I ſhould now proceed to Parti- 


| cularizg the Paſſions;and ſhewithe 


neceſlicy'. of {ubduing each - of 
them; I ſhould hkewiſe here en- 
large upon thoſe two known-/ge- 
neral Rules, touching Regulation 
af Paſſions, vis. ng tid 


. -4- That they.:ought always 
to be determined t their proper 
objefts: For Example,: We gught 
to love' and admire nothing but 
what is truly good, great & mgny 
valuable ; nor hate and deipule 
any thing, but what is bad, mean, 


and contemptible .; fear nothing, 
| but whar is truly evil and hurtful : 
| hope for nothing,but what is res|- 
ly gaod and defireable : rejoyEc 
| 4n nothing, but what will ſome 
way or other make us better j and 


fo for the reſt. D z. Mt 


24) 
iS, That being thus rightly pla- 

ced' as to their objeas, ' yet that] 

they be not intended, nor a&ted 
beyond that degree that may juſt- 

ly -be allowed to the objetts. Thus 

according to the ſeveral degrees-ot 
goodneſs and excellency in the ob 
jets: we ought to ſhare out unto 
them our love: and defires. | 'Fhe 
beſt and worthieſt ought to be 
proſecuted with the greateſt love 
and'veneration.'' We ought not to 
love exceſſively what does not de 
ſerve ſo great a meaſure of it. $0 
likewiſe we ought not to be angry 
for a longer time, or in a greatet 
meaſure then the cauſe requires, 

&c. But leaving theſe, I ſhall 

confine my ſelfto thoſe threePaſſi 

ons, which have a more eſpecia 

reference to my preſent purpoſe 
Foy, Grief, and Deſire. A due regu 
lation of theſe being capable tc 

render a man's mind quiet, and 

S + | CONn-s 
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| conſtantly compoſed, his life com- 
| fortable and happy, Treating of 
them in the 'particular relation 
they have to the good things of 
this world, and Firſt of | 


i. The moderation of Joy in 
the afluence of worldly things. 
The Conſideration of ſome pre- ' 
ſent good, belonging to us in par- 
ticular, begets 1n us that delight 
which we call Joy; and it 15 ge- 
nerally defin'd to be a delightful 
commotion of the Senſitive Soul, 
as it were Triumphing in the fru- 
ition of preſent Good. Now that 
we may know how to regulate 
our Joy in the affluence of theſe 
things, We are 40 conſider the 
world,and examine whether thoſe 
things which our own thoughts, 
and the ſenſe of the Generality 
call Good, be really ſo, or no; and 

it ſo, what degrees of goodneſs 
D 2 they 


(26) 


they have ; .that we- may. Thare| 


out to them, our'eſteem, delight, 
and jby, accordingly. For, 'as 1 
faid before concerning our Paſh. 


ons in general, ''our delight and 
joy 1n the fruition of any Good 1s 
to be proportioned to 'the degree; 
of goodneſs in the objet. Now 
we mult grant that wordly thing 
(as riches, honors, greatneſs, &c,) 
are Good in their reſpeCive uſe 
4. e. when they are honeſtly i 
ploy'd in the ſervice of God, a 
to his Glory : and conſequent 
we mult allow a ſober, moderatt 
Joy, in the truition of them, and 
a 'Chearful thankfulneſs ro God 
for them.. But *tis againſt the Ex 
ceſs and Irregularity of Joy tha 
Tam ſpeaking, and do therefor 


affirm, that becauſe the Goodneſs - 


and value of theſe things is reall 
and: traly very ſmall and ſhght 
our Jy in the AMuence of thent 
Ss ough 
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ought not to be great or exceſhve. 


For thoſe things which are very 
uncertain, very caſual, and withal 
many times extreamly dangerous 
to the Soul ; which are not capa- 


ble to make us either better or w1- 


ſer; can ſcarce be ſaid to be Good. 
We have little reaſon therefore 
for any great or extravagant Joy, 
inthe fruition of what we might 


as well (nay, perhaps more fafte- 
ly) be without, than have. T ſhall 


enlarge upon this Argument : Our 


Joy ought to be moderate as to 
theſe things. Becauſe 


1. They onely concern this 
life, which is uncertain and tran- 
ſitory, and paſſeth away. Theſe 
pleaſures of Sin endure but for a 


moment ; our whole Life 1s no 


more. All the Good or Happineſs 
they do or can yield, is fadeing, 
and periſheth in the very Enjo;- 

ment. 


(25) 
ment. And heſides, a ſmall mat; 
ter, any little inconſiderable ac- 
cident, may put a Period to all 
theſe pleaſures, theſe delights,this 
life, ina year, in a week, 1n a day, 
in an hour, ina momeat ; and 
then theſe gawdy things leave us, 
and rather load and hinder the 
Soul 1n its flight to Heaven, than 
further it, 1n its Journey. A man 
ought therefore to have a low & 
ſteem for, and delight or joy 10 
theſe tranſitory things ; to keep 


himſelf in a conſtant love of Hea-| 


ven, and the things above. 


2. Our Joy inthe AfMuence of 
worldly goods ought to be mode- 
rate, becauſe we ought to look 
upon all our plenty, greatneſs or 


profperity, not as our own, or the 


reward of our own deſerts, but as} 
the Depoſitum of the great Maſter} 
ci the tamily of Heaven andEarth: 

As 
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As Talents intruſted with us as 
Stewards, for our Maſters uſe, {er- 
vice and honour, not our own 
Grandeur, or pleaſure. . We ought 
to conſider,that the more we have 
the greater are our Accounts, and 
the greater our charge. 'I hat God 
will moſt certainly reward our 
due and prudent Management of 


our Fruſt and Steward-ſhip, and 
puniſh the contrary, and that to 
-him we muſt certainly one day 
give an account of this our Stew- 
ard-ſhip. That we are conſtantly 


under the view and obſervation, 
as well as under the care and Go- 
vernment of this our great Lord 
and Maſter, who expects we 
ſhould be moderate, watchtul;and 
diſcreet in management of theſe 


. outward things. So that our de - 


light and joy in the Afluence of 
them, ought not to be over great 


or exceſſive; ſeeing we can tind 


LIE 


(30) 
in them,no juſt motive to advance 
our — nothing to create 

P 


any tranſport, triumph, or exalta- 
tion 1n us, but rather matter of 
diligence and care how to employ 
theſe Talents intruſted with us. 


3. Our Joy ought to be mods 
rate and little, if we conſider that 


there isa ſtrange kind of Watch 
craft in theſe Worlaly Goods to ro 


a man of vertue,and peace of Con| 


{cience. They are dangerous te 
tations to deceive us of our Inn 
cence and Integrity. For we hav 
obſerved, that upon the increa 
of theſe things, the Generahy 
make Ship-wrack of their Conſci 
ences ; become oppreſſive, prou 
and infolent, diſorderly and de 
bauch'd ; perfe&t Worldlings, 
tho they had never heard of Hea 
ven or Hell, God, a Redeemer, 6 
a Judgment to come: Certainl 


there 


. 
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4. /OQur Joy as to, wordly goods: | 


(3x) 
therefore. we ought not to; pleaſe 
| ourſelves roo; much in theſe:dan- 
| gerous things', but be the. more 
Rrichly vigilant. over _ our felves, 


keep a ſtrict :gard:over our hearts, 


leſt pride,or thoſe other vices and 
temptations, that haunt and:wait 
| upon worldly greatneſs , wealth 
and proſperity, ſhould iteal in-up- 


. E 


| ought to be moderate,” becauſe, 
{ weought to. think and aim at no- 


bler Ends, namely God and Ezerni-: 
ty; to preſent to our thoughts 
2 State of future happineſs, that 
far \urpaſſes any 'this world is ca- 


pable of yielding.' : We are to con-- | 


lider that this world, andall-that 


we call Good in it, is yexed with 
evils, with fears, with viciffitudes 
of ſorrow and trouble, bur-:that 
| the happineſs of the. next is per- 
fect, fincere,and unmixt with any 

| x) thing 


(3zY 
thing that may allay it ; we ought 
not | therefore ito | f1x)-upon - this 
on of love, delight or joy; , upon 
any thing inat,'ris all DIE 
Vanity-; bur we ought to fet up 
our Hope, Joy, Happineſs and vet 
in; ;anocher world ; eſpecially 
knowing that this lo wer world 1$ 
onely the place of our: Probation, 


world, or throw: to0.great a porty« | 


not of our Happineſs ; our Inn,not | - 


our Home. Iffr 20 3108 

L have inſitted the:langer upan; 
this moderation of our Joy 1n the! 
Affluence of Riches, Honors, &c:' 
In order to the great Duty of Con- 


tentedneſs, becauſe in Experience'| 


we find thoſe. of all others mot 
apt to be dejected and afflicted by 
the frowns of Adverfity, who 
have already been deceived, and 


puft up, with the Flattertes of | 
Profperity ; And *ris certain they || 
that think the gain of worldly | 

: things |. 


— 


. 
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things to be but ſmall, wall thiak 


the loſs {mall to0. 


_ .,-2:,The moderation of Grief in 


the loſs of the Good things of, this - 
life,” is the Second thing I, under- 
took to treat. of, as a means to 
gain Content: 

Grief is a ſad ; dejected. /angnor 
of the Soul, under the preſſure. of | 


Jome preſent. .Evil. Now (as we | 
_ did before) ' we are ta ſee: firſt 
whether the loſs of theſe worldly 
things. be really Ewvzl, and if ſo 
WEAare-to:eXamine its meaſure or 
degree of Evil, that accordingly - 


we may proportion . our Grief. 


| Now, I have already granted-'the 


things | of this world to be, ſome 


| way Good (namely in their due 


and regular uſe) and mult there- 


fore grant the Loſs of them to be 


ſome way Evil; (for to be de- 


-prived of what is in ſome meaſure 


E 2 Good 
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Good, is in Tome meaſure Evil,) 
and conſequently allow ſome! Ex- 
prefſions of Gricf. But then they 
mult: have nothing of Extrava- 
gance, 'or Itregwlrity -1n 'thein, 
they muſt not be'accompani'd wi 
birter - inveQtives/ againſt ſecond 
Cauſes,or In{truments, they muſt 
not.refle& upon Gods Juſtice, nor 
revile his Providence; but muſt 
be full of Submiſſion; rather ex- 
preſſing our? ' Humilicy, then our 
Anger. I am, TI fay,iagainſt: all} 
manner of- Exceſs. For as-that 
value or Portion of Goodneſs 1 al. 
low'd to-worldly things, was flen- 
der and ſmatl; as likewiſe the De- 
light and Foy in the increaſe of 
them, was to be light and mode- 
rate ; 1o the loſs of them is little 
or no Evil ; and conſequently the 
Grief for it muſt be little or none ;| 
a man is ſeldome-ſorry to looſe 
what he doth not much _ 

and| 


(35) 
4nd it would ſcarce trouble a Wiſe 
man to part with what 1s very 
often more fately loit rhen kept. 
For in the loſs of Honors-or Rich- 
es; Our accounts are the leſs, our 
temptations not ſo dangerous, our 
cates fewer ;. and generally in all 
AfiQtions and Lofles, our Leſſons 
of Dependance upon God, of hu- 
mility and'lowlineſs of mind, of 
temperance and ſobriety, of con- 
tempt of the world, of our love of 
| Heaven, are much better Learn- 
ed, then in the increaſe and po- 
{efhon of Worldly Goods. Briefly 
therefore, As the Acquiſition or 
increaſe of Riches, Honors, &c. 
Ought not to be:the object of-any 
ſtrong defire, or. joy ; ſo neither . 
ought. the: Pecreaſe or Loſs. of 
them, to cauſe any great Grief or 
: Sorrow. Gods Will be doze,. ought 
to be the Language of every wile 
and-good Soul in relation to them. 
| How 


(356) 

How have the Heathen Mora- 
liſts adorn*d this Subjet.! How 
many curious Expreſſions, touch 
ing the Moderarion of Grzef, m 
their Writings! Nay (to ſay no- 
thing of thoſe Eminent Authors, 
who tied their Studies and -En- 
deavours to this expreſs Argu- 
ment) The Poets, whoſe Themes 
were generally Caſual,and Light, 
and their Poems, the Productions 
of a roveing,idle fancy ; yet even 
upon this Excellent Subje&, have 
they given us brave and admira- 
ble Strokes. A noble Spirit muſt 
not vary with Fortune; for as 
no Condition is ſo high, as tobe 
out of the reach of fears, ſo nei- 
ther is any ſo low, but may have 
hopes. That Adverſity overcome 
15 the higheſt Glory, and willing 
ly undergone, the greateſtVertue;| 
Sufferings being but the tryall 
and touch-ſtone of — 

Jt! 
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, 
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| That Impatience and Complaint . 
| ſhew a narrowneſs, or weakneſs 
| of Soul, according to the old Max- 
| im: Jzvalidum omne natura que- 


| relum. The more weak any thing 


is the more apt to complain. A- 
gain, the more we ſtruggle with 
our Yoke, the more 'twill hurt us. 
That the only allay under great 
Sufferings 15 to bear them quietly 
and obey Neceſltty ; to ſubmit ro 
what we cannot remedy. | But 
without enlarging upon thefe Ex- 
cellent peices of Morality, let us 
o00n. We have no great reaſon 
or excefſive Grief in the Lols of 
Worldly Goods, if we cont:der that 
the loſs of Friends, and Relations 
comes from the common condi- 
tion of our Nature, and. from the 
very notion of Mortality; And 
can we think, that the very Na- 
ture of things ought to be chang- 


ed to pleaſe our humors? The 
: lols 


_: on 
loſs of Goods, Riches, Wealthy is 


for the moſt part by "Thunder; of 
Storms, or '[empeits, or Fire'; the 


loſs of health from the Intempera- 
ture of Air, or Meteors, &. . Atid 
can we rationally expect that the 
great God of Heaven ſhould alter 
the ſetled Laws of Nature , for 
the convenience, or profit of ſuch 
Worms as we? . In a word, . the 
Courſe of the world is ſuch that 
Crofſes and AMictions mutt of ne- 
ceflity come ; And therefore why 
ſhould any man fink into deſpair 
or diſcontent, becauſe ' the world 
does go, as italways did, and fol- 
lows its own natural State and 
Condition. 
. Many times when I have known 
my Friend dead, I could have be- 
dewed my Face with Tears, and 
as paſſonately have wept over -his 
ſacred Urn,, as I ever-rejoyc'd in 
the happineſs of his Company , 


whulet - 
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while living. Bur. I refolved/ito 


lay aſide my'trauble ; wihenl hyd 


confidered;that.it. was mare: Kind- 


neſpin me. then:Prudence. | For I 
might as reaſonably | have wept 
thar my Friend was horn ao faon- 
er, as that he ſhould live no. long- 
er. Thus -I cannot but interpret 
even that. extraordinary concern, 
SIR; you have exprefs'd upbn m 

hte diſappointment in this Col. 
lege. It ſignifies indeed rather a 


deal of tenderneſs and affte&ion, 


than (allow me I beſeech you the 
Infolence of the 'Expreſſion. : for 


once) of true wiſdom and diſcre- 


tion. You might with almoſt as 
mueh reaſon grieve that .1I was 
ever: horn into the.world, as that 
I ſhould receive 'troubles andat- 
flictions in it. 'This world 4s no- 
thing bur a heap of Cares, Anxie- 


ties; and Miſeries;, with which 


every: rank of men'and itate nf 
W - life 


(40) 
life is beſet. Max 7s born to Trou- 


ble as the ſparks fly upward ; auth] 


that great Example of Patiencs, 
and Reſignation, Fob. So com 
mon and univerſal is an afflicted 


condition of life to poor Mortal 


that it ſeems to beas natural x 
that propriety in Fire to aſcend 


"_— 


Nay our very entrance into the 
world, ſeems to acquaint us with 
the Entertainment:we are like to 
have in 1t ever-after. Our. firl 
Minutes being attended with' bit 
terneſs and pain, and *tis certain 
ominous to the remainder of ou 
life, that we are born Crying. 

If then no Perſon howloeve 
Good, Juſt, Wife, and Pious, 0 


what Age, Sex, Degree, _ 
| 


and Profeſſion ſoever, could ever 
yet boait an Exemption from thi 
. Univerſal State and Condition:d 


Humane life ; we may as: jufth} 


grieve that God has given: us life 
| ar l 
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and made us men, as that in this 


life we ſhould meet with Trouble 


and Afiictions, the common Lot 
of Mankind. We ought therefore 
chearfully and contentedly,to bear 
theſe light affliftions which endure 
but for a moment, and (to ſpeak 
with the forementioned Heathen 
Author) ſubmit patiently to what 
we cannot mar 1s 

Give me leave now to venture 
upon a Word or two of Advice, in 
order to the preventing all exceſs 
of Grief under croſſes and misfor- | 


| tunes. 


r. In Reference to any croſs, 
or 11] ſucceſs in buſineſs, or failure 


.1n any undertaking. Take heed 
of being too ſolicitous about the 


Ifſue of things,and of determining 
your {elf too peremptorily, to par- 


ticular Events. ?Tis indeed our 
| buſineſs to ſerve Providence in the 


F 2 ule 
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uſe of : means, Hut to God alone 
belongs the Iſſue of Things:; and 
that which is not within our pows 
er,ought to be out of our care: . | 
theretore ſucceſs of buſinets: dath 
not at firſt. an{wer your expetts 
tion, let no fumesof Melancholy 
poſſeis.you. Uſe other Expedients 
and Addreſſes, but do not by any 
means Engage your Atettions tod 

fonarely in 1t,nor promiſe your 


elf ſucceſs; ſo you will not bed | 


ſturbed if you; miſcarry, which 


you muſt make account will often} 


appen to you. For all things Þ 
nature in the Univerſe are ſubje 
to a continual change, and altera- 
tion: And there is no Conſtancy 


either- in the favour of Fortune or 


minds of men ; ſo that no wile 


man can either. wholly truft wh 


theopne, or depend upon the other, 
Expect rheretore often to be diſfap: 
pounted, and then you will _ 

'r if- 
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| diſquieted when the fruſtration 
comes. For what you do pofſiþly 
| look tor, is come to paſs, and what 
| ſhould amaze you ? That which 
| hath happened now, is but what 
you have often ſeen and known ; 
and what ſhould either ſurprize, 
or diſquiet you ? 


2. Endeavour by frequent An- 
ticipþtion of aMiction and mis- 
fortunes to habituate and fit your 
mind for them, when they do 
| come: For theſe thoughts will 
furniſh you with a ſuitable tem- 
per, for them, render them eaſy to 
you, and keep your Soul in a due 
State of watchfulneſs and modera- 
tion, before they come. AMithi- 
on makes the deepeſt impreſhon, 
when it {urprizes us, in comes 
unexpeCed ; becauſe it- takes a 
man upon the ſudden, and before 
| he can compoſe himſelf, or go 

| the 


(44) 
the ſuccours of reaſon, and re- 
ligion- to ſapport him againſt it, 
It is like a ſuddain diſeaſe that 
{ſurprizeth the body labouring un- 
der ill humours, before it has dif- 

rſed andallay'd theſe humour 

y preparative helps or Cathar:- 
ticks. And then many times more 
danger ariſes from the diſcompo- 
ſure of the humours, then from] 
the malignity of the diſeaſe it ſelf, 
But if the mind be prepared forþ 
troubles and croſſes, by a kind off - 
Anticipation, this abates the edge, 
keenneſs, and ſharpneſs of them, 
and makes them of light, and 
eaſy upon us. Now if in that va- 
rious change and revolution of 
events which we behold in the 
world, we do not look upon pot 
{ible croſſes and troubles as future, 
we loſe our ſelves in a dangerous 
ſecurity, andare little better then 
mad-men. Where therefore we| 
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| fee at any time the loſſes and im- 
priſonments, poverty, and misfor- 
tunes of others, we ſhould pre- 
ſently refle&, this, tho at preſent 
it is mot, yet may be ſhortly our 
own caſe. Thus the ſtroke' of For- 
tune will have leſs force and 
ſmart, which is —_ foreſeen, 
expected , and provided againſt. 
By this means a man in a great 
meaſure knows the worſt of them, 
-before he feel them, which ren- 
:ders them a great deal more tole-. 
rable, andeaſy. And by thus An- 
ticipating what we have juſt cauſe 
to fear, and putting our ſelves un- 
der a pre-apprehenſion of it, we 
learn the Leſſon of Patience, and 
Reſignation before we have oc- 
cafion to uſe it. Thus we are 
prepared to entertain AfMiQtion 
with Courage and Chriſtian for- 
titude , 'Thus we habituate our 
"minds to'a chearful and due re- 
. Ception of them. " But 


(45) 


 Butasto this, I deſire; STR, iy]. 


be rightly underſtood. {- would nat 
have this Anticipation: ſo wholh 
to poſſe(s your Soul £5 to ſpoil the 
fruition , and take away all the 
lawful pleaſures and comforts d 


thoſe worldly bleſſings God. s 
pleaſed to allow you. No ; Thi 


were to let the thoughts of Emi} 


{ſwallow up the reliſh and enjoy: 
ment of Good; this were to kt 
your fears drive away all tran 
quility, ſerenity and happineb 
out of your mind, and yet neve 
cure nor remove the danger. 4 
therefore the increaſe and poſſeſh 


on of the many Good things of thi 


life, as the height of Proſperit 
ought not. to delude us fo far, a 
never to think ofa poſſible Alter 
ation. in our condition, (for th 
we are now healthy and rich, wt 
muſt think there will come a time 


. when we ſhall be ſick and unde 


mi} 
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misfortunes.) So we ought to be 
careful,that the overmuch thought 
of this change and alteration, in 
our Condition, theſe poſſible croſ- 
ſes and misfortunes, do not ſo 
mach- poſſeſs our fouls, as to make 
us forget the Goodneſs of God, in 
beitowing theſe good things upon 
. us, or neglect that duty we owe 
to God for them, viz. . An honeſt 
& charitable uſe of them in our 
callings, relations, places and ita- 
tions, a hearty, chearful, and yet 
with all a ſober and moderage de- 
light and ſatisfaction 1n theſe ho- 
neſt, lawtul, Comforts of life, and 
all poſſible praiſe and thanks-giv- 
ing to that God, that hath been 
pleaſed by entruiſting us with 
theſe _ , to make our lives 
ſome way {erviceable to him,pro- 
fitable to others, and comfortable 
to our ſelves. 
'Fhink_ therefore that things 
2 Fw; bh q Pap, 8 GG may 
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may be a great-deal worſe than 


they are now, and that however 
they be, you ou to acquieſs in 


in the will an 
concerning them ; but ſtill be 
thankful for what you have, truſt 
Providence for the future ; and al- 
waies hope the belt. 


3. I come now to the due Mc- 
deration of our Deſires 1n the want 
of what the World calls Good, 
And 'tis certain that almoſt the 
whole Art of Attaining to that 
happy, contented ſtate of life, Jat- 
ter w** we are 1nquiring) conlfiſt- 
eth in the due regulation and gc- 
vernment of our deſires. For that 


mind can never be contented, that] 


(having not regulated its Deſires) 
is too turiouſly bent upon thi 
world, and thoſe things which our 
own vain thoughts, and the mt- 
ſtaken eſtimate of the — as. 

0 


pleaſure of God| 
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of men call Good in it ; that fjill 
runs before that ſtation, and con- 
dition God Almighty hath order- 


edforit ; and tho it attains this 


ear what it carne Hy perſued the 
* ,yet (till it will be gadding far- 
ther,and keep before its Acquelts. 
Its thoughts and endeavours are 
reſtleſs, and ſtill aſpiringand aim- 


| ing higher, and ſoit can never en- 


joy what it hath, becauſe it al- 
wales buſlies 1t ſe\ft too, much 1a the 
anxious purſuit of what it hath 
not. Whereas if a man would but 
bring himſelf and his th: ughts iN- 
to a low and juſt eſteem of this 
world, and all the gawdy vanities 


% 


init; if he would ' moderate his . 


| deſires and keep them either un- 
der and below, or at leaſt equal 


with that Station. of lite, Divine 


Providence and honeſt Induſtry, | 


hasalotted him, he might enjoy 
his Eſtate comfortably and happy- 
by 2 I, 
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ly, and poſſeſs his Soul in peace | 


and quietnels. 

- Now that our deſires may: be 
within their due bounds, and not 
run gadding after what they 
ought not, nor be {ſo irregularly 
bent upon things often talfly ſti]'d 
Good. We ought carefully to di- 
re them aright, z.e. to things 
which we clearly and diſtin&tly 
know to be really Good: And 'theon 


ly way ſo to dire& them is, to em-| 


ploy our underitanding or faculty 


_ of diſcerning (which God to that| 


end hath given us) {trictly and at- 
tentively to examine and conſider, 
the real goodneſs of theſe things, 
and its meaſure ; that accordingly 
we may determine. our will, to 
afteQ; and earneſtly perſue them, 
or be indifferent towards them, 


and fix- our Aﬀe&ions: upon high-| 


er, and nobler objects. 
We are therefore to look ſtri- 


ly 
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lings. Envy, Malice , Jealouſy, 


(51) | 
ly into, Riches, Honours, Pleaſures 
and Greatneſs ; and conſider whe- 
ther they are nor uncertain de- 
ceiving things, what Stability 
there 151n them, what good they 
will do after death ; what quiet- 
neſs or tranquility they wall yeild 
us, or rather take from us, whe- 
ther they have 1n them any real 
influence to make us better or w1- 
ſer. And when we find (as we 


| needs muſt) /that they have no 


Stahility in them, will do us no 


| Good after death ; we are 1m- 


mediately to withdraw all de- 
grees of love and deſire, from 
them, and ſet up our hopes and 
hearts upon more noble and more 
durable enjoyments. | 
Honors and greatneſs are known 
to be rather dangerous and trou- 
bleſome, than deſireable ; rather 
Curſes than Comforts and Blel- 


and 
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and an infinite number of ſins and 
diſturbances always attend them. | 
They make Thrones, but uneaſy 
Seats, and Honors no more than 
ſplendid Miſeries. .We ought to 
conſider them as*Gilt that covers 
a bitter Pill ; and looking through 
this dreſs, and outſide, eaſily ob- 
{erve, that it conceals a State ob- 
nox10us to danger,folicitude, care, 
trouble, envy, diſcontent, unqui- 
etneſs, and infinite temptations. 
A Condition, which, if there hap- 
pen any alteration or change 1n 
the Adminiſtration of Goverment, 
any diſtemper or rebellion in the 
Nation, any faction among the 
Grandees, or Inſurre&ion among 
the YVulgar, will be infallibly 
hunted after,puſht at, and ruin'd: 
So that Honor 1s rather a Burthen, 
than a Priviledge ; it makes our 
charge and our accounts the great- 


er ; our reſt, and contentment the 
| _ leſs. 
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leſs. And we may find enough i: 
great imployments to make us 


{enſible of the dangers; troubles, 
and uneaſineſs of them, enough - 
to make us humble; but 'nothing 


to make us proud or haughty, or 


create any great love and deſire 
of theni. To be ſhort, the mad-. 
neſs and folly of Greatneſs, the 


| vanity of Pleaſures, and the de- 


ceitfulneſs of Riches, make up a 
great part of the Writings of ma- 
ny Modern and Ancient Authors. 
I ſhall not then give you, or my 
ſelf; the trouble of tedious proving 
and infilting upon that, which all- 


moſt every Book you meet with 


will do for me. Onely give me 
leave to inſiſt a little particularly 
upon that immoderate Love and 
Defre of Riches, which is obſer- 
vable in the generality of men. 
The — and increaſing of 


Eſtates, 1s ſo much the Bulineſs 
of 


(54) 


of Mankind, as if they at the ſame 
time in buying of Lands purcha- 
ſed Salvation and Eternal Happy- 
neſs, to themſelves. To let alone 
all the dangers, cares, and other 
ill conſequences of Rziches , ſtill 
Mortality, Death, and the Grave 
terminate all the fading felicity 
they do, or can yield us ; and the 
fear, and pre-apprehenſion of ſuch 
an end ſhould be apt, one would , 
think, to ſower and allay even 
that comfort and pleaſure which 
theſe would - perhaps otherwiſe 
offer. This one thought is ſuffici- | 
ent to embitter their enjoyment, | 
and render them infipid. *T'is like 
the Worm at the botrom of the 
Gourd, that withers and ſpoils 
their fruition, and puts the poſleſ- 
{ion of them out of the capacity of 
making us happy. For great cares, 
and great fears, can never conlſiit 
with true happineſs. 


Riches | 
| 


| 
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Riches, FT grant, were to: be 
ſoughr after above all otherthings, 
if they brought content or peace 
of Soul (rhe greateſt bleffing' of 
life): along with them. But: Mo- 
raliitsand | Philoſophers do ufually 
teach us that Content dwells not 
im Courts: and: Palaces, or. Rich- 
ments houſes, but in: Hermit: 
and anon + :'$Shepheards - and 
$wains : - Where i free :not'onl 


Thom: the -T urmoyle, and. diſtra- 


tion of the world, but: eveh from 
all Idle, Vain, and : Ambitious 


| thoughts -and defires; {thoſe ge- 


 neral cauſes 'of i difcontene) Fhe 

marn-kearhs ſeriouſly to veiw 
the Vanities of-the.workd ta their 
full proportion , and foto deſpiſe 
them. - Where-':he: likewiſe: can 


with chearfulneſs and innocent. 


oy took upon:the-honeſty and in- 
creaſe', rhat . little ſtnck - of 
Goods , God s _ to allow 

him; 
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him; and living in great tranqui- 
lity, and farisfaction of mind - at 
prelent, for the future with. an 
humble ſubmiſſion refers himſelf 
to. Providence. Thus the Poor, 
but honelt Cottager, that patient- 
ly: etidures his Wants, 1s rich e- 
nough, and by his! continued, fe 


remity of mind, invites Content-.to 


come and dwell wich his humble 
Fortunes ; - whileſt'| the : Greedy 
Miſer,:, that ſpends his timez::1a- 
bout, life, and very: ſoul in ſcrape- 
ing wealth together, is never ſk 


tisfed, never content,neveratreſt; | 


For Experience'-htiath made | 1t a 
Proverbial truth-+<T he more a man 
hath; the more he wanteth. 


 Andhere' to make a little: di- 
greſhan. ; +; {1-7 2 tt 
{When my late misfortune put 
me upon ſolitude , | took delight 
1a walking alone in the A 
an 
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and Paſtures near this place ;- to 
obſerve the fimplicity , ſincerity; 
and innocency 1 fancied - in-the 
Country Swains and Shepheards; 
I was hugely taken with the calm- 
neſs and ſecurity, as likewiſe with 
the honeſt pains and indutitry of 
that manner of life , where they 
meet not with any occaſions, or 
opportunities of doing 1ll , | have 
no alluring Temptations to fin or 
vanity, no Cares, no '[roubles to 
diſturb the peace and tranquillity 


| of their minds. And here,to lay my 
| heart naked and open before you, 
| and let you read there my 1nmoſt 
| thoughts , wiſhes, and deſires; I 


muſt confeſs, was l;to _— of 
my condition of life, according. to 
my own inclination, T' ſhould 
pitch upon this before any other. 
E ſhould willingly chuſe to be, - as 
thoſe Swains and Shepheards of 
old, who tuned their Oatex-Zeeds 

H 2 at 
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2 the foot of : mount. 1da, or upon 
the Banks of Tyzher, fo. much cele- 
brated by the Curious pens of 
Theocritus and Vireil. And here 
bidding farewe/ to the Noiſe, In- 
juitice, Ambition, and Inquietudes 
of the world, I would give up my 


ſelf to repoſe, and ſolitude, to the | 


pleafant retiredneſs of the Fields 
and Woods, where having leſs of 
Vanity , but more of Prudence, 
leſs Pride , bur more Virtue, leſs 
-Ambition, but more Content, I 
ſhou'd fancy to meet with all the 


Remainders of the Primitive Gold- | 


en-ace, and almoſt all the blefſings 
of loſt Paradice. Where I nught 
without interruption not only 
{tudy-the Book of Nature, as deli- 
vered] to us. in the elaborate 
ome of Ariſtotle, Pliny, &c. but 
1ave leiſure enough more ſenſibly 
to, contemplate all the Excellen- 
£ies of God, which are legible,and 

| con- 
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conſpicuous in the Creation, loſe 
* [my {if in admiration of thoſe vaſt 
Moveables that adorn the higheſt 
[Regions of the world, look upon 
- [with wonder and amazement, 
[Natures curious. and unimitable 
Workmanſhip in every Flower 
Jand Herb of. the Field ; might 
{diſcern the being of a God, in e- 
' | very inferiour Creature, and 1n 
their fitneſs and convenience for 
man's uſe, read that propriety he 
| has in them ; to be ſhort--- Every 
where (meeting with freſh Initan- 
ces of the Divine Goodneſs, libe- 
rality, and bounty, of his Power, 
Majeity and Glory , of his Wiſe- 
dome , Providence and Govern- 
ment (which are, (at leaſt ought 4 
be) ſo many precepts to learn us, 
to know, admire , and magnifie 
him, behave our ſelves thankful- 
ly, dutifully , and obediently to- 
wards him ; fo many inftrutions 
| to 


(60) 


to teach us Reſignation, Conten- 
tedneſs , Submiſſion, and Depen- 
dence upon him.) Every where 
(T ſay) diſcerning the Admirable 
Inſtances of Providence and a Dei- 
ty, 1 might wiſely diſpoſe and fill 
my mind for the receprion of ſub- 


limer truths; Thus happily ſpend: 


ing my daies 1n Contemplation of 
God and his myſterious works,till 
\ Tcame tothe accompliſhment and 


completion of Knowledge in ano- |' 
ther World, where I ſhould ſpend | 
not only my tie, bur Eternity it ]! 


ſelf, in what I here imperfectly 
begun. 


But to Proceed----I could eaſily 


prove this Paradox; That , what 
iS beyond that which is purely ne- 
ceflary, is uſeleſs, That he whoſe 
poſſeſſions are in a reaſonable 
manner proportionable to the ex1- 
 gencies of his condition of lite, 
and will afford him and his a com- 

 petent 
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petent livelihood, is really rich e- 
nough. That nothing of ſuperflui- 
ty, or redeadance can be of any 
ſervice or' uſe. tous , becauſe we 
ſtand in no need of it, have enough 
without 1t. I hat money and 
wealth which 1s over and above 
what ſerves for our preſent ſub- 
fiſtance , and the ſupport and 
maintenance of. our Famihes, 1s 
indeed-our Burden , our Care,and 
Trouble, but is of no more uſe to 
us 1n.our Cheſts, than'if it were in 
the.Center of the Earth. 
 Whatlſoever therefore is more 
than enough for our natural ſup- 
port, and the neceſſary ſupply of 
our Families, and 1s ſo imployed, 
is1n truth needleſs, uſeleſs, and 
unſerviceable ; becauſe the only 
uſe of externals, is to ſupply natu- 
ral neceſſities. Unleſs im an Age 
of - Univerſal | Indevotion- z - you 
would think of reviveing that An- 
tiquated 
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tiquated Cuſtome of putting. out 
your. Spare-money to Charitable | 
ules, as Buildings, and Endowing 
Churches,Colleges, Hoſpitals,e+c. 
So that 'tis not the uſe but abuſe 
of Redundance and Superflutties, 
that we may dayly obterve-inall 
manner of Exceſs, either in eat- 
ing, or drinking, in.gratifying our 
Lutts, Pride, oo Now the TIn- 
ference from diſcourſes of this na- 
ture would be, that the defires of 
men 1n reference to this life, and 
its enjoyments, ought not to.. be 
laviſh, and extravagant, 1n gad- 
ging after redundance of Wealth, 
ind Riches, but to be terminated 

in things of neceſſity, for their 

preſent ſubſiſtence, convenient 

Food and Raiment for them and 

theirs; and that if it pleaſe God 

to allow us a. Sufficiency and Cam- 

petency for the Neceſſities of our 

Natures, and. the  honeft ſupply 
eo q 
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of our: families,' we have great - 
reaſon to be contented with 1t,not 
only as it 15 a duty enjoyn'd us, 
but upon.moſt rs fo conviction 
of ſound reaſon. 

Not that any thing we ſay of 
this kind' ſhould encourage any 


- [maii' to be careleſs and remiſs in 
 [his:Baſineſs, or Trade, nor hinder 
- [him from imploying himſelf with 


honeſty and :diligence, in that 
Temporal calling and ſtation Pro- 
vidence hath placed him in. No; 


[tho we ought not to ſet our hearts 
[upon the conveniencies of this 


hfe, yet weare not to reject thegn, 
but to uſe them ſoberly & thank- 
uly , for they are Bleſſings that 
delerve our. gratitude , tho they 
ought not entirely ' to take up our 
thoughts, or deſires. God: Al- 
mighty has allowed and indulg'd 
a moderate care to get theſe goods 
and uſe of them when got, : as ye? 2 
9147 k tnes 
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the competent. {ſupplies of our 
Natue with Neceſlities, the Pro- 
viſion for our Families, Relations, 
Dependencies ; the diligent and 
faithful walking in our Callings, 
and diſcharge thereof ; but all 
this is to be done without Covet- 
ouſnels, and a . too: eager perſuit 


after theſe things. And there isa | 


buſineſs of greater: importance, 


which. without any -negle&: of | 


whar is neceflary tobe done, in 
order to the common neceſſities'of 
our lives and Callings, we ought 
chiefly to place our endeavours 
upon, viz. Our Proviſion for E- 


terniry, and Salvation. | 


F ſhould likewiſe here oh | 
mend that Golden Mediocrity, (a 
ſtate of life wherewith 1 hope, 
Stir, you are at preſent bleſt) ſo 
much celebrated by the Hea- 


thens; þ mean that ſafe and Eh- 
g1ble 


wy 
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gible Condition, which places a 
man below Envy, and yet above 
Contempt. A Condition,in which 
'tis certain a man cannot þy any 
enlargement of his - Fortune be 
made either more rich (1n a true 
ſenſe) or more happy. For on one 
fide a State or Condition too nar- 


. | row for our neceflities, of Want 


and Poverty, is ſubjeft to ſo many 


| troubles and temptations, that it 


requires a very. canliderable ftock 
of Patience and Humility, to un- 
dergo it.; and on the other, an 
Eftate of Grandeur, Wealth, and 
Power, beſides its uſual dangerous 
and deadly effets, as Pride, Luxu- 
ry, oppreſſion , forgetfulneſs of 


| God, and Heaven, &c, it makes 


the perſon that has it onely an 
objett of Envy to all other men ; 
which being a buſy, reſtleſs, and 
pernicious | @arna; always find- 
ing faults, ever picking, and fo- 

12 menting 
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menting quarrels, and carrying 
them on very often to. dreadful 
Iflues; does eternally ſtudy, and 
endeavour the ruine of its object. 
A man ought therefore withal 
thankfulneſs to acknowledge both 
the Wiſdom and Goodnefs of Al- 
mighty Godin giving him ſo com- 
petent, and ſo ſafe a Condition,by 
which he does deliver him from 
all the difficulties, and inconveni- 
ences, dangers, and temptations 
of both extreams, great Want,and 
great Wealth. 

But if I ſhould begin with theſe 
now mentioned urſes enter 
upon the proof and enlargement 
that ought to be made upon each 
of them, I ſhould {well too. big, 
(the ſubject being very large and 
copious.) I ſhall therefore wave 
them, and onely deſire you not 
to ſuffer your ſelf to be too much 


engaged 1n the cares of this life, | 


taking 
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taking thought (that T may uſe 
inſpir'd Expreſſions) what you 
ſhall eat, or what you ſhall drink, 
or where withall to be clothed ; 
But havingby honeſt labour and 
induſtry done your part, I would 
intreat you chearfully to commit 
your ſelf to Almighty God, Caſft- 


ing all your care upon him. 


2. The Second general Propo- 
ſition was.---"Tis a neceſſary and 
abſolute Duty in every man to 
ſubmit to, and acquieſce (conten- 
tedly) in, God Almighties will and 
pleaſure,in all the ſeveral dealings 
and diſpenſations of his Provi- 
dence. And that upon the ac- 
count. | 
1. Of his Omnipotence. 

2. Of his Infinite Wiſdom. 
3. Of his Infinite Goodneſs. 


7. We ought to ſubmit to,and 
ac- 


(68) 
acquieſce in that will and pleafure 
of God, conſidered as an Almighty 
Being. A humble Soul, like a 
white Sheet of Paper,mult be pre- 
pared to receive whatever the 
hand of God ſhall imprint upon 
it,lays an Excellent Heathen Mo- 
raliſt. He 1s certainly both Fool 
and Mad-man,who ftruggles with 
Omnipotence, and moſt greg 
oully wicked , that while under 
the Rod of AMiCtion dares mur- 
mur at, and revile Providence, as 
to the Government of the World ; 
and does not rather correct and 
amend himſelf, and reſolve to put 
a Periad to his ſins and provoca- 
tions, that God may put a Period 
to his Puniſhments. No man did 
ever {ct upon a due and attentive 
Contemplation: of the Power , 
Greatneſs, and Majeſty of Goa, 
but beſides his being ſtruck into 
Amazement and Extacy,he would 
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| upon account of his Soveraignty 1n- 


(69) 

—— himſelf in the Duſt, ac- 

owledging himſelf to be but a 
poor Worm, and therefore -in- 
nitely unworthy to diſpute the 
diſpenſations, and providences of 
ſo great and glorious a Being. And 
without all doubt, if we were but 
under a conſtant, firm, Convigi- 
on that he is a moſt Powerful, 
Wile, and Almighty God, the; |\Au- 
thor of all chings ; Preſent' in all 
places z who knows our thoughts, 
our deſires, .our wants ; of incom- 


vrOEy "Ie Wiſdom, and: irre- 
iſtable Power ; is abundantly able 
to lupply us with all things, that 


are good & fit for us, beyond what 


[weare able toask, or think ; that 
[he leaves not any of his works, 


eſpecially Mankind, without his 
ſpecial care and ſuper-intendance 
over them ; "That he 1s the great 
diſpenſer of all things ; may even 


fic 
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Aid whatever he pleaſes,upon any 


of his Creature, having an abſo- 
lute and unlimited propriety in 
them, to diſpoſe them, according 
to his good pleaſure : I ſay, if we 
were but under a conſtant, ſound 
Conviction that theſe things are 
really and undeniably true, - we 
ſhould queſtionlefs chearfully and 
freely ſubmit tothe 'dealings-and 
diſpoſals of Almighty God, hows- 
ever-grateful oval aſtful to our 
preſent ſenſe. For how dare any 
man murmur at the diſpoſal the 
God of Heaven” makes ? What 
have you or I todo'to invade his 
Prerogatives? Or why may we 
not as reaſonably refuſe to obey 
God in what he commands, as to 
ſubmit to him,in what he inflias? 
Again, God hath made the Order 
and Government of the World 
ſuch, that it is abſolutely neceſfa- | 
ry that if ſome be rich, and __ 

ful, 


(7:) 
ful, Great and Honorable ; others 
mult be poor, and ſubject, mean 
and:neglected.It all were equally ho- 
zorable,we ſhould loſe the very no- 
tion and Being of Honor ; becauſe 
there 1s no: Hppor: where there 1s 
no Swpertiority,'; (Which we muſt 
not fuppole in a State of Equality) 
honor, being a preference given 
to ſome-per Liar their Wiſdom, 
Vertue', or other extraordinary 
Merits aboye other men. And if 
all were equally gin there 
would be no Power or Government 
atall; the very Notion of ' Go- 
vernment inferring Subjetron and 
Power ſuppoling Swperiority. Why 
therefore ſhould not you or TI be 
content' to be of the lower ſort of 
men, fince the order, frame, and 
| texture of the world requires that 
ſome ſuch there muſt be ? Or why 
|' ſhould we be {o unjuſt and unrea- 
{onable, to deſire that the lot of. 
21 K Po- 
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Poverty,/or Meannefs of Conditi- 
on:fhouldbe other mens, and not 
ours\?»\Or if we refuſe it, why may 
not other men with as much -Rea- 
{onand Juſtice on their ſides, do 
ſo -likewiſe ? If therefore God 
ſhall pleaſe to give us, Wealth, 
Honor: and Proſperity, we mutt 
be thankful, and careful to employ 
theſe Bleſſings to Gods Serviceand 
Glory; If not,. we are:{till' tobe 
patient and content;y and what 
evetiour* Circumſtances be ;/ we 
are-oblig'd under the greatefi:Qb- 
hgations of Reaſon and Equity to 
a quiet and. patient,” nay more» 
over, to a free, and cheartulcom- 
pliance with that-State, and Con- 
ditiot-of-life, God': Almighty hath 
alotted 115. And'our life here be- 
ing (as it were) Militant, under 
_ our Great Captain and General 
God Almighty, our part is not to 
diſpute or offer Councel;! but to 0- 
bey 
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bey his orders, whether it be to 
dig in the "Trenches, 'or. ſtand u 


on.the Watch, or Fight. Finally, 


it doth not; belong to us to; chooſe 
our parts, -but.;to;act them.;; And 
God appointing us time, and place; 
and the Part -we are to act;'upon 
the Theater of the. Woxld ; we 
ought to apply our. ſelves to the 
fitteſt means of repreſenting,that 
part alotted to us, not to take up- 
on us tomurmur and repine at it, 
eſpecially, confidering that it is 
his pleakure: we ſhould. do-ſo, to 


whom we owe - our ſelves, and 


done. 


1 


2, We ought to be Content 10.” oy 
and wr go mo / ſubmit to, the <2: 


will and pleaſure of God, conſider- 
ed, asan Allwiſe Being. 

. As God Almighty 1s to be ac- 
knowledged the Sovereign Lord 


K 2 of 


whoſe Will we dayly pray may be*.. «1B 
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of Heaven and Earrh, , the great 
diſpencer and Ruler of all events, 
in the world ; ſo likewiſe 1s hea 
moſt Juſt and Allviſe Being ; And 
therefore we ought not only to 
ſubmit to his Will, as tis an a&t of 
neceſſity, which we cannot con- 
troul, or as an act of obedience to 
our Sovereign ; but as an act of 
choice and of prudence, becauſe 
- our Maker is infinitely wiſer than 
our ſelves, and perfectly to be fol- | 
fowed, and obey'd. For what is. 
choſen be the Wiſdom of God 
muſt be infinitely better then 
_ what we chuſe ; 'tis certainly 
much more prudently done to 
commit our ſelves to God for 
Councel, Guidance, and Directi- 
on, than to be left to the headi- 
neſs and blindneſs of our own 
councels, and to eat the bitter 
fruit of our own raſhneſs and 
folly. | 

For 
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- For we may(eſpecially in ſome 
late horrid Inſtances ) eaſily ob- 
ſerve, what {mall occurrencies 
quite ſhatter and diſorder and 0- 
verturn the moſt Politick, Subtile, 
Secret, and Well-laid deſigns in 
the world. And notwithſtanding 
the long deliberation, & forecatit, 
the huge proſpett and foreſight of 
Aiicultics, the great reſerves and 
preparations againſt all 1magina- 
ble obſtacles ; in a word, notwith- 
ſtanding all the advantages of Po- 
wer , Secrecy , Combination of 
Parties, 2c. one poor unthought 
| of Accident, craks in ſunder, and 
drsjoynts, the whole Elaborate 
project, Deſtroyes and Ruines the 
Great Deſign. God Almighty there- - 
by telling us, that the Actions of 
men, and their lucceſles are in the 
power of the Divine Will, and 
teaching us not to truit-to our own 
wiſdom, in-contriving and cutting 

= © 
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out our own Fortunes, but to caſt 
our care opon him , who knows 
better then we what is fitteſt for 
us. Now unleſs we could imagine 
our ſelves wiſer then God, it will 
alwaies be our Duty to reſolve our 

r, narrow, 1mprovident wills, 
into the will of the Moſt Wile 


God ; who will not ſuffer any hurt 


or ev1l,to befall us, unleſs it be for 
fome greater good upon another 
account. For tho ſome particular 
diſpenſations of Providence may 


ſeem unto us to be difficult and | 


obſcure , Hi Judgments being un- 
ſearchable, and his waies paſt finding 
out; yet we may be moſt ture, 
there 1s an Excellent Contrivance 
inall of them; and there are Spe- 
cial Reaſons and Ends, whereby 
the Wiſdom of ſuch Diſpenſations 
may be Juſtihied. As, to quicken 
our Relliſhof, and our Thankful- 


neſs for, thoſe mercies we enjoy ; | 


tO 
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to Teach us reſignation to his Di- 
vine W1ll ; to Enlarge our Expe- 
rience; to prevent the ſurfeits 
of Proſperity , and awaken as it 
were with Thunder, our Drowzy 
Souls, that have long ſlept too ſe- 
curely in Sin, &c, Nay, we may 
| conſider AMictions, as oft times 
the occaſions of great temporal 
advantages. And we mult not 
look upon. them, as they ſit heavy 
upon us, .but as they Gra {ome 
| of Gods ends, and the Purpoſes of 
| Univerſal Providence. Thus once 
2 noble Heathen, after he had ex- 
perienced the great Advantage his 
Baniſhment gave him, as to his 
Temporal preterment, cryed out, 
Periiſſem, 4 periiſſem. 'T hus if a 
man could have opened one of the 
Pages of the Divine Councel, and 
there read the Event of Joſephs be- 
ing ſold to the Merchants of Mzdr- 
[4z, he might with great reaſon 
have 
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have dryed up the young-man's 
tears; And we may from an In- 
finite number of inſtances ſafely 


conclude that God eſteems 1t one - | 


of his peculiar Glories to bring 
Good out of Evil. _ | 
So that whatever *tis God ap- 


points for us, *tis not onely fit for | 


us to ſubmit to, but to chooſe, and 
chearfully, and thankfully, as well 
as patiently and quietly, to follow 
and embrace. And however trou- 
bleſome, uneaſy and grievous, the 
Diſpenſations of Providence are to 
us, we ought patiently to acqui- 
eſce in them,and wait upon God's 
 All-ſufficiency and Goodneſs, ei- 

ther to remove them in his good 
time, or to ſupport us under them. 


;- We ought to ſubmit to the 
will and pleaſure of Almighty 
God in the aMicting us, .upon ac- 

if; 5 and 
this 


count of his Infinite Goodneſs 
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this 1n-point oficommon gratitude, 
For if AMiQtionsbe. certainly fant: 
aSA _ — we 35Tf 
| (according to the Royal Prophet 
God does ri ack Kr ns 
he chaſtizes; Then:they ought-to 
be received with gratitude and ac-- 
| knowledgement, not: murmuring; 
and repining. For ithe return; of 
thanks (the leaſt and: meaneſt re- 
quital) -.is indiſpenſibly - due to 
kindneſs received ; And.;you will 
ſcarce meet with-a man ſ{o.much 
a ſtranger to the. common Rules 
of Civility, as not gratefully to re- 
ſent, and acknowledge a favour. 
done him ; or ſo void of humanity, 
as to be pg rm vext, with any 
perſon ,. for : being too much. his 
Friend. AMiCtion: therefore ſent; 
out of Love, ought to be received 
with ' thankfulneſs. . Now 'tis-1n- 
doubtedly true., : that: AMittion 
cometh from God's Loye. For its 

L end 
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end is to amend-and better: the 
man ; and we may undeniably 


conclude , that - God .loves him { 


whom he does good to, whom he 
labours and endeavours to ſave, 
and make _ with his own E- 
ternity. Afﬀictions ( ſays a fa- 
med Morali{t) are hike a Friends 
Reproof, or a Fathers Corre&ion, 
trouble the man into Amendment, 
- pinch the Soul into greater Purity: 

They: make us more humble, 
watchful and careful ; draw us of 
from 'too much reſting on the 
world ; make: us bethink us of 
our Duty, and return to God by 
Repentance and'Obedience. Thus 
folong as God Almighty is pleaſed 
co:afflict! us, *tis plain we are un- 


der his Diſcipline, under his care. 


No man's Condition is deſperate, 
{o:long as the Phyſitian continues 
Ins: Adminiftration, nor is any 
man wholly forſaken of God nor 
he | paſt 
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paii-his care, fo long as he 1s under 
Affliction, for this. is a Medicine, 
that withoizt our own default will 
certainly recover, or better. us- 
 Ifa Good man be not ble with 
Succeſs and Proſperity, yet exgn 
his Croſſes and' Diſappotntmests 
are turn'd into Bleſſings ;.as ma- 
king him more humble, and-leſs 
eſteeming , this preſent. ward. 
An Eminent Example of #liis we 
have in the pepſon- of our late 
Martyr'd Sovereign. His :Impri- 
ſonment was the happieſt time of 
his life to him, There it was that 
inſtead of a Priſon, he begun to 
finda paſſage into  Liberty.. and 
ttue” Freedome, ard thoſe: batter 
thoughts which the croud of Buli- 


| neſs, and the Intanglements: of 


Intereſt had barr'd from his mind; 
His meeting-now. with no ſuch 
refſtance , but - being quickned 
trom- his preſent mustortune , 

©. 2 wrought 
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wrought Reſolutions in him wor- 
thy-a Chriſtian,:'and a Martyr. 
'There/i did ''the Vanity / of ' the 
world, the Folly: of humane'great- 
nefs,with altthattsſplendid on this 
_ fideo Immortality,” diſcover it {eff 

freeifrom that falſe Varniſh ,/that 


had formerly wrought too much | 


upon' humane Infirmity. - This 
raiſed in hinya juft undervaluin 

and loathing of: the | bewitching, 
| but deceiving. Charms - of -rhis 
world; And this' made hyn'ac- 
knowledge Gods great Goodiefs 


to'him-in that reſtraint. Thus 


'tis'an Everlafting truth, that-- 
All things work together for the beſt 
to: them that love, und fear Gol * 
'Thus'AMiCtions you ſee come'for 
. the good and amendment even of 
good men, are always -ſent for our 
inſttuction.or prevention .of Sin, 
and”?tis our fault and weakneſs, if 
they have not the bleſſed effeR. 

Faro tt, Now 
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Now -ſince”there' are few or no 
perſons, whohave been obſervant 
of 'Gods' deans towards them , 
but areable toſay from their own 
'Experience; --"Tis good for them, 
that they have been afflicted; We 
have reaſon '' to be thankful for 
them, at leaſt to receive ' them 
with Submiffion , Patience and 
Content. [Eſpecially confidering 
that God owes us nothing, 1s un- 
'der no obligation, no law of con- 
ferring benefits upon us, | but all 
that we have, we have of free gift 
| and hounty : And Morality tells 
4s,that ifwe receive an A4lms from 
another, ifts'very reaſonable that 
-weſhould/becontent, with what 
the other pleaſes to give, without 
preſcribing-tohis Liberdlity. ' 
-: The beſt of mien are Sinners,and 
therefore deſerve far worſe at the 
hands of God, 'than the worſt At- 
fliftions, thatdo or can'befall any 
ha man 
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man in this life. If we therefore 
be not ſo happy, as. we defire, it 

is well we are not ſo miſerable as 
we deſerve; if things go not; {o 
| well, as we could wiſh they had 
done, its well they are .not ſq4ll 
as they ntight juſtly have been. 
And the worſt we here ſuffer, be- 
ing leſs then we deſerve, and the 
teaſt we enjoy more than we Can 
in Juſtice expe&t ; We ought -in 


reafon to be content and thankful 
for the leaſt Mercy ; And-to be 
tient and humble under the | 


greateſt Evil. 


There have been Examples of 


eat Afftlitions, that: have be- 
allen better men then weare And 


—_ our Condition- is at the. 


worſt, *tis much better than we 
deſerve, or what many others, bet- | 
ter then we, enjoy. The Evils 
then we ſuffer, being much ſhort 


of our Demerit, the Good ween+ | 


joy 
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much beyohd what we Deſerve, 
what abſolute and indiſpenſible 
Neceflity, lies upon us to be Con» 
tent with our Condition, though 
Aficted or Poor ! For though we 
want ſomething that others have, 
yet we have ſomewhat (by the 


- [Bounty of God) that many as 
2 [good, if not better, want. We 


ſhould learn Contentment by con» 


| ſidering others wants, and our 


own Enjoyments; And not learn 


- | diſcontent from others Enjoy- 
| ments, and our own Wants. 


Men would queſtionleſs be pa- 


* | tient under Sufferings of any kind, 


if they carried with them, a due 
{ſenſe of their unworthineſs ; and 


1 upon a judicious account look'd 


upon their meaneſt, loweſt, worſt 
Condition , as' better than they 


| deſerv'd at the hands of God. The 


beſt of Mankind may eaſily find, 
that all that which was truly Good 
thro 


636.) 


thro the -whole Courſe -of - his 

life, 1s a - pitiful, {lender Scant- | 
let, and would - be infinitely out- 
weigh'd by his Sms, Omiſſions 
and Defeats. And the due Com- 
pariſon and Proſpect of this,wou!d 
quickly give him a ſeafonable 
lecture, of humility and patience. 
And there's no man but upon a 
i{trict and impartial ſearch of him- 
{elf, may find enough to deſerve 
Afiiction, ſomewhat. amiſs that 
requires amendment, ſome :Evals 
growing into Exorbitancy ; 1n 
a word , Corruptions enough to 
grow into greater Enormities ; 
which the All-ſeeing| God knows, 
and in mercy, and. goodneſs pre- 
vents by the Corroſrves and Cathar- 
ticks of ' Affiiction. So great: and 
conſtant. 1s his love to us, even in 
his puniſhing us! How *many 
dayly Sins and Offences” do we 
_ continually ſtand guilty-of ? How 
many 
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| many contempts and abuſes of 
| Spiritual and Temporal Bleſlings, 
have we toanſwer for? And yet 
God does not puniſh theſe with an 
utter deprivation of them. Nay, 
Corruption and Vice is con-genial 
with our very Being. In every 
year you will find the Iniquity in- 
ctdent to that Age, And as we 
improve 1n Stature, Age, and 
Knowledge, our Sins are rather 
varied, and chang'd, then for- 
ſaken. And yet God does not (as 
moſt juſtly he might) cut us oft 
in the midſt of our Intquittes, but 
fpares, and gives us time and op- 
portunities for Repentance. Now 
if he be thus patient towards us 
11 our ſinning againſt him, when 
we oppofe and provoke him, 'tis 
but reaſon that we ſhould be pa- 
tient, in our ſufferings from him, 
when he endeavours to heal and 

reclaim us. 
M To 
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To Conclude : Gods Love and | 


Goodneſs till continues even in 
AfMiQiion ; for he hath ordain'd, 


after- a few years. or days thus. 
ſpent, after a few AMictions un- 


dergone, with Chriſtian Courage 
and Fortitmde, An Eternal State 


of unchangeable and pertect hap-- 


pineſs. And Death the worſt of 
temporal Evils will cure all theſe 
maladies, and deliver up the ſoul 
into a ſtate of endleſs comfort and 


telicity. 1719 


I Promis'd , Sir, in this ſhort 
Diſcourſe to confine my felt with- 
in the Rules of mere' Morality, 
and I think I have been juſt to my 
Reſolution. As to the Firſt Pro- 
{ition, about Regulation of Paſſions, 
it 1s ci SSOs. A to be a Mor- 
a/ Theme, and that nothing al- 
moſt can be writ upon that ſub- 


jet, which will nor fall within 
the 
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| the proper and peculiar Province 
ofa Moraliſt. As to the Second 
Propoſition , Touching Submiſh- 
on: to God, and Acquieſcence in 
his pleaſure , at all times, and in 
all things ; I will (upon your de- . 
ſire) give you the Names of thoſe 
Heathen Moraliſts, whoſe write- 
tings do Authorize moſt of what I 
have here {et down. And how far 
bare Morality has gone 1n. this 
point, I fhall-in Concluſion of all 
repreſent to you 1n the words of 
a'Heathen Poet. 


Tuvenal. Satyr IO. 
1 Permittes ipſis expendere numinibas, 
| quid. 
Conventat nobis , rebuſq; ſit utile 
 noſtris- | 


Nam pro Tucundis aptiſſima, &c. 


M 2 Boyle's 
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Boyle's Seraphick Love, pag. 31. 


Unto the Wiſer God's the Care 


permit, 


Of what's for us and our affairs 


moſt fit. 


They will for Pleaſant FE the 


Beſt confer, | 


To whom man is,than to Ranel, 


more dear ; 


We by our blinder Paſſions led 
__ aſtray 
Do for a Wife,perhaps,or Children 
. Pray. 
Which they may chance refuſe us 
_._ _ our of love, 


Knowing what both the Wife 
Boyes would prove. 
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I pray God Grant that theſe, 
and the like Conſiderations 
(which TI hope will work the bet- 
ter, becauſe they come from your 
Son ) may be effectual to create 
holy reſolutions 1n you, Content- 


| edly to hear what ever God 


pleaſes to lay on you. And may 
Heaven beſtow on you ſuch an 
Entire and Perfe&t Reſignation of 
your ſelf to Providence, ſuch a. 
chearful acquieſcence 1n that ſtate 
and condition of life, God hath 
placed you in;ſuch truely Chritt:- 
an Patience under Afﬀiitions, 


that being in a Conſtant Realy- 


neſs, with ſatisfaction and thank- 
fulneſs to receive whatever com- 
eth from his Will, and alwaies ac- 
knowledging his Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, and Juſtice in all his deal- 
ings towards you, your life may 


Cd- 
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capable of being in this world ; 
and moſt excellently diſpoſed for 
a better in Glory. Tam, with all 
imaginable Duty, and Obſerve | 


ance, 


Dear Str, 


feftionate, and obedi;,” | 
ent Son & Servant, 


u, Coll, : | 
dl Tour moſt entirely Af- 
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A Prayer for Submiſſion to the 
2 Divine Will. 


) Leſſed Lord, who knoweit what is 
fit for us better then our ſelves, 
and loveſt us more truly then we do our 
ſelves; into thy hands I reſign my Soul 
and Body, Will and Aﬀections, all Iam 
and have in the World. Deal with me 
and mine, as ſhall ſeem expedient to thy 
godly Wiſdom, Leave me not in the 
hands of my own counſel, my own 
|- hurtful devices and fancies, as a ſore 
pumſhment for my Sin : but take me 
wholly to thy ſelf; diſpoſe and order 
meafter thy own good pleaſure. And 
make me not only ſenſible of thy love 
in all thy dealings with me, but alſo 
thankful to Thee for the ſame, through 
Chritt our Lord. Amen. 
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A Prayer for Contentment. 


A :-mighty God, whoart kind even 
| to the unthankful and to the evil, 


I humble my ſelf in the duſt before _ 
| | | C- 
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bewailingearneſtly the ſecret riſings of 

my heart againſt Thee,my vile miſcon- 
ſtrutions and hard thoughts of thy Pro. 

vidence. Thou knowelt the anguiſh of Þ 
my Soul; O Lord pardon, O Lord for- | 
give. Suffer me not, O my God,to be loſt 
in my own wild murmurings and repi- 
nings; but draw me gracioully to thy 

{lf, Open mine Eyes, that in ail theſk 
Craſſesof mine I way difcern thy Love; 
and enable me by thy grace to welcam - 
them,as ſo many ſpecial marks and to- 
kens of thy favour. 'Tis of very faith- 
fulnets Thon haſt cauſed me to be tron- | 
bled ; O make me fenſible of thy mercy. 
Send out thy light and thy truth,that I 
may ſee the wonderful bleſſings I enjoy, 
and continually praiſe Thee for them. 
Reconcile me daily more and more to 
my preſent Condition. *Tis the Condi-' 
tion thou halt plac'd me 1n : tis fit and 
proper for me, thou who art infinitely 
wile haſt alotted it : and thou art ever 
gracious in thy alotments, 'ris the very 


beſt Condition I am capable of: Lord 


make me thankful. Amen. —"F> 


.* 


we 


